
By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

E
MPORIA — The site blessing and ground-
breaking ceremony at Sacred Heart Parish here 
was marked with prayer, hymns — and trains.

Parishioners and pastor Father Thomas 
Dolezal joined Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann 
at the parish on Sept. 28 for rites at two con-
struction sites.

The archbishop blessed the site of a new 
covered handicap-accessible entryway, foyer 

and 800-square-foot eucharistic adoration chapel on the north side 
of the church. He also blessed the site of a new rectory, now a va-
cant lot on the southwest corner of the intersection of Exchange 
Street and East Second Avenue.

Nearby passing trains sounded their horns on a regular basis 
during the ceremonies.

“I was telling Father Tom that I was at a groundbreaking last 
week in Eudora and they had a flyover as part of the ceremony,” 
said Archbishop Naumann. 

“He told me,” the archbishop continued, that “we’re going to 
have trains come through. And we’ve asked them to honk their 
[horns] as a sign of respect and jubilation.”

 “He also told me [that the outdoor statue of] St. Christopher 
would have to be relocated,” said the archbishop. “I told Father 
Tom I don’t think he’ll mind. He’s the patron of travelers — and 
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Abortion And poverty
In a 2005 study, 73 percent of women undergoing an abortion 
said not being able to afford a baby now was a reason for the 
abortion. That number rose to 81 percent for women below the 
federal poverty line. So, poverty can lead to an increase in abor-
tions. For this Respect Life Month special, see pages 8-9.

Let us prAy
If you or someone you know prays while working, or in an unusual 
place, The Leaven wants to talk to you. Please send your name, par-
ish and town, and where you pray — or what you’re doing while you 
pray — by email to: julie@theleaven.com, or by mail to: The Leaven, 
12615 Parallel Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109.
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Archbishop Joseph F. naumann presided at the site blessing and groundbreaking for the construction of a new handicap-accessible entryway, foyer and eucharistic adoration chapel on the north side of 
the church. With the archbishop are (from left) Jim Muckenthaler, Maryilyn Laird, Msgr. Gary Applegate and pastor Father tom dolezal. 
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Moving a short distance across exchange street, the ceremonies continued with a second blessing and groundbreaking 
at the site for the new rectory. 

DOUBLE THE EXCITEMENT
Emporia parish holds rites at two sites

>> See “EMPORIA” on page 13



The Sept. 19 
edition of 
The Leaven 

featured four videos 
that can be viewed 
on the Kansas Cath-
olic Conference 
website at: www.
kscathconf.org. 

Each of the four Kansas 
diocesan bishops address-
es one of the significant 
moral issues that should be 
important to Catholics as 
they cast their votes in the 
November general elections.

The Catholic Church in 
the United States has cho-
sen throughout our nation’s 
history not to engage in par-
tisan politics, not to endorse 
or support a particular party 
or particular candidates. 
However, the church has 
felt a responsibility to help 
form the consciences of its 
people, providing Catholics 
with the principles and the 
moral analysis of issues that 
should help to guide the 
choices they make as they 
cast their votes.

As Catholics in a dem-
ocratic society, we have a 
responsibility to be engaged 
and active citizens. Catho-
lics not only have a respon-
sibility to vote but to be 
informed voters. If you have 
not educated yourself about 
the issues and the position 
of candidates, then it is bet-
ter not to vote.  

Some people speak about 
a “wall of separation be-
tween church and state,” as 
if this is part of our Con-
stitution. This phrase was 
coined by Thomas Jeffer-
son in a letter he wrote to 
the leaders of the Danbury 
Baptist Church. Actually, 
the Constitution protects 
churches from government 
intrusion into internal 

church affairs. On the other 
hand, the Constitution plac-
es no limitation on religious 
leaders speaking about 
legislative issues, nor does it 
even prohibit them from en-
dorsing political candidates.

What confuses many 
people on this issue are the 
Internal Revenue Services’ 
restrictions about the activ-
ities of tax-exempt organi-
zations. If a church desires 
tax-exempt status so that 
its members can claim a tax 
deduction for their contri-
butions to the church, then 
it must comply with the IRS 
regulations.

The IRS prohibits tax 
exempt entities from endors-
ing or otherwise supporting 
particular candidates or par-
ties. This has not presented 
a problem for the Catholic 
Church because it actually 
mirrors our own internal 
policy adopted long before 
the IRS came into existence. 
The IRS does not restrict 
churches or their leaders 
from speaking about public 
policy issues. 

For the church to speak 
about the moral issues 
involved with abortion, 
religious liberty, the defense 
of marriage, capital punish-
ment, immigration, racial 
discrimination, war, poverty, 
etc., does not violate IRS 
regulations. Moreover, if the 
IRS did try to prohibit the 
speech of the church and 
its leaders in these areas, 
then we would be obligated 
to give up our tax-exempt 
status rather than allow 
ourselves to be silenced on 

these moral issues.  
With the general elec-

tions just a month away, I 
encourage every member of 
the archdiocese to take the 
time to view the videos and 
reflect on their messages as 
part of your preparation to 
vote. Each bishop addresses 
a different issue of moral 
significance. 

I speak about the socie-
tal and moral implications 
resulting from a redefinition 
of marriage. Bishop Brun-
gardt of Dodge City address-
es the societal responsibility 
to protect innocent human 
life. Bishop Weisenburger 
of Salina tackles the issue of 
helping and protecting the 
poor by focusing specifically 
on the need to regulate the 
payday loan industry. Bishop 
Kemme of Wichita address-
es the current threats to reli-
gious liberty and the need to 
protect conscience rights.

The Kansas bishops do 
not claim that these are 
the only relevant issues to 
be considered, but we do 
believe that these are among 
those of greatest moral 
importance. It intrigues me 
that the church has been 
criticized in some quarters 
for focusing too much on 
so-called social issues. Some 
have accused us pejorative-
ly of attempting to make 
Catholics into single-issue 
voters. 

Yet, those who wield that 
criticism are actually often 
“guilty” of it themselves. For 
instance, in my memory the 
paper of record in the Kan-
sas City metropolitan area 
(The Kansas City Star) has 
never in the 10 years I have 
been in Kansas endorsed a 
pro-life candidate, except 
when both candidates in a 
particular race have been 
pro-life. Moreover, if a 
candidate does not conform 
to the Star’s editorial social 
agenda, which includes sup-
port for legalized abortion, 
the redefinition of marriage, 

and the coercion of the 
church and individuals by 
the government to violate 
their consciences in provid-
ing morally objectionable 
“services” in health care 
plans, they can expect harsh 
treatment not only on the 
editorial page, but also in 
the news section. 

While I completely dis-
agree with the Star’s posi-
tions supporting abortion, 
the redefinition of marriage, 
and diminishing religious 
liberty and conscience 
rights, I do agree that these 
are the key issues for our 
culture and nation. If the 
Star can make conformity 
with its editorial stance on 
these social issues a litmus 
test for its endorsement, 
why should people of faith 
not disqualify giving their 
vote to candidates who sup-
port abortion, the redefini-
tion of marriage, and attacks 
on religious liberty? Think 
about it.

In a democracy we get 
the government we deserve. 
A democratic republic can 
only endure if it has virtu-
ous and well-informed citi-
zens who select individuals 
for public office that work 
for public policies that up-
hold the sanctity of human 
life, support marriage and 
family, guard religious lib-
erty and conscience rights, 
and protect and empower 
the poor.

Each of the videos is 
approximately eight minutes 
in length. I encourage you to 
take the time in the coming 
weeks to view them and 
reflect on the information. 
Then find out about the po-
sitions of the candidates for 
whom you will be casting 
your vote and do not de-
pend solely on secular news 
sources in your evaluation. 
If we are concerned about 
the direction of our nation 
and culture, then we must 
choose wisely those we 
place in positions of power 

and authority. 
We can help to change 

the culture one vote, one 
election at a time.   
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mass — Federal prison
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By Joyce A. Mitchell
Special to The Leaven

OVERLAND PARK — After 
the excitement of the wed-
ding day has passed and a 
couple settles into marriage, 

keeping faith in the mix with bill pay-
ing, careers and in-laws can be a chal-
lenge. 

A group for young married couples 
at Church of the Ascension in Over-
land Park hopes its ideas can help sim-
ilar groups get up and running with 
fewer hiccups.  

James Moburg and his wife Angela 
had brainstormed with their pastor, 
Msgr. Tom Tank, and two other cou-
ples, Samantha and Andrew Stanley 
and Kate and Ignacio Contreras. The 
parish’s previous ministry for young 
couples had faded as the families grew 
into not-so-newly-marrieds.

Initial activities last fall to Louisburg 
Cider Mill and a winery drew only one 
or two couples. And although recent 
monthly mixers brought together more 
members, the still-evolving group has 
now scrapped the social events. 

“A lot of people guard their time,” 
said James Moburg, and social events 
don’t seem to rank as high as the activi-
ties for spiritual growth. For its gather-
ings on the second and fourth Wednes-
days, the group now incorporates extra 

time for socializing. 
The group began to thrive when a 

Lenten faith-sharing opportunity was 
offered to the couples, most of whom 
have been married fewer than five 
years. The weekly study, “Connection 
to the Cross,” provided a format that 
solidified the group and attracted more 
couples. The short chapters meant 
light reading, a helpful aspect for peo-
ple trying to balance careers with faith 
— and possibly infants and toddlers. 

After Lent, 20 couples took part 
in reading a book suggested by Msgr. 
Tank, “Just Married: The Catholic 
Guide to Surviving and Thriving in the 
First Five Years of Marriage,” by Greg 
and Lisa Popcak. Moburg found the 
book “absolutely relevant,” and a fa-
miliar name, Archbishop Joseph Nau-
mann, had written a glowing review. 

“Just Married” covered expecta-
tions, roles and finances related to the 
early years of marriage.

“The topics are always easy for peo-
ple to jump in and share,” said Moburg. 
Infants nap in car seats or crawl around 
during the sessions, which include 
prayer, Scripture, and discussion of the 
current chapter. 

“I think seeing kids is inspiring 
for other couples considering grow-
ing their own family,” he said, “and it 
seems like parents are quick to share 
feeding, sleeping or other parenting 

tips with other parents.” 
Getting the word out about a group 

is a challenge, even as communication 
methods have multiplied. An email 
from the pastor, especially if the parish 
has a good current database, is a great 
awareness boost, he said. 

Facebook is a great tool, but “even 
some people in their 20s and 30s don’t 
get on Facebook often,” said Moburg. 
Besides posting events on Facebook, 
email reminders keep others abreast of 
the activities. 

Father Nathan Haverland, Ascen-
sion’s associate pastor, brings in new 
members by telling couples going 
through marriage preparation classes 
about the group. And Moburg admits, 
“Sometimes we stalk them a little at 
church,” visiting with couples as they 
leave Mass.

With the group firmly established, 
Moburg decided to buy a domain name 
for a website, www.YoungMarrieds.
org. 

“We intentionally bought a generic 
name so maybe we can provide ideas 
to other parishes,” he said. “We don’t 
feel we have a secret recipe down, but 
we can point people to tools.” 

“As we begin developing the site 
with calendars, photos, resources and 
possibly a blog, we hope the site can 
be used for other parishes as well, and 
other young couples may be able to ei-

ther start or find a group geographical-
ly through a subdomain,” said Moburg.

The site will also provide links to 
other faith-building groups geared to-
ward young Catholics. Couples seek-
ing social activities can find infor-
mation about the School of Love, an 
archdiocesan initiative that meets the 
first Thursday of the month.

“Ultimately, it’s inspiring to us to 
see the transformation in people’s lives 
through faith-based organizations,” 
said Moburg.

For its fall study, the group voted 
from among six books. The winner was 
“Theology of the Body for Beginners: 
A Basic Introduction to Pope John Paul 
II’s Sexual Revolution,” by Christopher 
West. 

“We just started it,” said Moburg, 
“so newcomers will find it easy to 
catch up.”

As group thrives, young marrieds launch website to spread concept 

Father nathan haverland takes a selfie with some members of the young married group at church of the Ascension in overland park. the group hopes to expand their membership by offering an array of 
faith-sharing opportunities. Above, from left, are Father haverland, ignacio contreras, kate contreras, Laura Jennison, Angela Moburg, James Moburg, sasha Franzen, and paul Franzen.

hoW to Join
For details about the group or 

the fall series, which meets on oct. 
8, contact James moburg at (913) 
981-3906 or send him an email at: 
jmoburg@gmail.com. the group ro-
tates locations, meeting in the homes 
of several couples. all are welcome. 

Getting started
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By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

ATCHISON — Lori Newton 
has discovered a treasure 
trove in downtown Atchison.

The mother of three and 
parishioner of St. Benedict Parish 
stops in the Sacred Heart Variety Store 
and More at least once a week to check 
out the new inventory.

“All three of my children attend the 
Catholic schools here in Atchison,” she 
said. “I have found pretty much all of 
their uniforms at the thrift store.”

She can only begin to calculate how 
much that has saved her over buying 
everything new.

She has also found scrubs in good 
condition that she can wear to work at 
the hospital.

And when there’s not a lot of extra 
money in the family budget, those sav-
ings are priceless — and give the fam-
ily room for the occasional treat like 
pizza or ice cream together.

Plus, Newton knows that each pur-
chase helps St. Benedict School and 
Maur Hill-Mount Academy, because 
proceeds from the store benefit the 
schools.

Business has been booming so 
much since the store opened in its 
larger location in March 2013, in fact, 
that during the most recent fiscal year, 
it gave roughly $94,000 back to the 
schools.

It’s the most rewarding work There-
sa McDermed, a parishioner of St. Ben-
edict Parish and manager of the store, 
can imagine.

The store serves the Atchison area, 
but donations come from near and far 
— and so do shoppers.

The store helps when needs arise at 
Catholic Charities of Northeast Kan-
sas, the Salvation Army, and Doves Inc 
— which serves people who are vic-
tims of domestic violence — and tries 
to assist anyone it can.

Sometimes, the kids really tug at 
the heartstrings, like the little girl who 
befriended McDermed while her mom 
was shopping.

The child told her about sleeping on 
the floor because she didn’t have a bed.

“I can’t afford to buy one right now,” 

the girl’s mother told McDermed when 
she inquired.

But she did know someone who 
could haul one home.

“We’ve got a bed over here I think 
she should sleep in,” McDermed told 
her. “She went home with a bed. She 
actually even went home with sheets 
and a blanket, too.”

Another time, a woman pulled a 
cross necklace from her pocket.

“If I give you this, can I go pick out a 
wedding gift for a friend of mine?” she 
asked.

McDermed asked if the necklace 
meant something to her.

It did.
“I put it back in her hand,” said Mc-

Dermed. She sent the woman to search 
the store for a wedding gift.

“We’ve had some people tell us they 
don’t know what they would do with-
out us,” said Tresa Buessing, a volun-
teer at the store.

She shared the store’s success in a 
report she gave at the parish.

“Number one, we want to serve the 
poor,” said Father Gabriel Landis, OSB, 
pastor of St. Benedict Parish, which 
formed in 2013 to consolidate the four 

Atchison-area parishes.
It also benefits the schools in a big 

way.
That part makes Newton feel good 

about spending time and money there, 
and the kids have even been able to 
work in the store for service hours.

Benedictine College students often 
shop there to decorate their dorms or 
add to their wardrobes at prices that 
won’t break a college student.

From clothes to kitchenware to Hal-
loween costumes, the store has some-
thing for everyone.

“Because it’s a Catholic thrift store, I 
have found some really beautiful cruci-
fixes or vintage artwork,” said Newton.

New donations come in daily.
The few staff members and many 

volunteers who put in hours of work 
each week keep the store looking orga-
nized and nice.

And people share their talents to 
make sure the merchandise goes home 
in good shape.

If a table comes in with a loose leg, 
a few volunteers know just what to do.

One man tests all the donated televi-
sions and other electronics.

“Some of the volunteers even take 
some of these items home with them 
so they can fix them so we can sell 
them,” said McDermed.

They all take pride in this store that 
started back in the mid-1990s with the 
idea of a parishioner named Donna 
Wilming, who started a small thrift 
shop in two rooms.

Soon, it was time to upgrade to a 
larger location. Again a few years later, 
the store moved to yet another larger 
location.

Finally, it made the move in March 
2013 to its current location downtown, 
where it is thriving, thanks largely to 
the donations of great items from peo-
ple from near and far.

“[Wilming] was a genius to start 
this. She had no idea what this was go-
ing to turn out to be,” said McDermed. 

“And now look at us,” she added. 
“It’s incredible.”

thrift store pays big dividends for atchison schools
donAte, voLunteer, shop

Sacred heart variety Store and 
more is located at 411 commercial 
Street in atchison.

Keep up with the latest at the 
store by liking its Facebook page. Go 
to www.facebook.com and search 
for “Sacred heart variety Store.”

donations may be dropped off 
from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. every day.

or shop from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
monday through Friday, and from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays.

For more information, call the 
store at (913) 367-1466. 
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the sacred heart variety store and More in Atchison benefits st. benedict school and Maur hill-
Mount Academy. during the most recent fiscal year, it gave roughly $94,000 back to the schools.

Because it’s a 
Catholic thrift 

store, I have found 
some really beautiful 
crucifixes or vintage 
artwork.” 

Lori Newton

“
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By Joe Bollig
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LEAVENWORTH — Ed and 
Gertrude Campbell didn’t have 
much of a honeymoon when 
they got married on May 27, 

1961.
First they spent a short weekend in 

Missouri, and then hurried home to get 
rid of nearly everything they owned. 

The next month, they were feeding 
the poor along the Amazon River in 
Brazil.

Ed and Gertrude — everybody calls 
her Gert — were both civilian employ-
ees at Fort Leavenworth when they met. 
She was an auditor of non-appropriated 
funds and he worked in personnel.

“He had a friend who came over 
to survey my job, and he said to me, ‘I 
know a guy you ought to know,’” said 
Gert. “Then he went back to his office 
and told Ed, ‘I know a girl you ought to 
know.’”

And he was right. Ed was 41 and Gert 
was 39; they began to date. Not only were 
they very compatible, they also shared 
an interest in a new program called Pa-
pal Volunteers for Latin America.

The Papal Volunteers was a response 
by U.S. Catholic dioceses and religious 
orders to the call by Pope John XXIII 
for the materially wealthy church in 
North America to aid the people of Lat-
in America. 

In a lot of ways, the Papal Volunteers 
effort was like the Peace Corps, which 
emerged at the same time as an initia-
tive of President John F. Kennedy.

It was a bold initiative that required 
a bold and generous response. Ed and 
Gert, both devout cradle Catholics, felt 
stirred to answer that call even before 
they married.

“We were both kind of curious what it 
was about,” said Gert. “When they had a 
meeting to inform people about the pro-
gram, we went. So when the time came 
to decide to become a Papal Volunteer 
or get out of the program, we both de-
cided to become Papal Volunteers.”

They were assigned to Brazil, where 
the language is Brazilian Portuguese. 
Neither one of them knew the language, 
but Ed had studied four years of Latin at 
Immaculata High School while growing 

up in Leavenworth.
“When he got there, he could pick up 

the newspaper and read it,” said Gert. 
“They said he could read it as well and 
distinctly as the natives.”

They were based in the city of Belem, 
at the mouth of the Amazon River. Orig-
inally, they were supposed to help at a 
health clinic, but ended up working at a 
warehouse that distributed food for the 
U.S. government’s Food for Peace pro-
gram.

Gert did the bookkeeping and Ed 
worked in the warehouse. The infra-
structure for distribution was the Re-
demptorist Fathers’ missions along the 
Amazon River. The region was hot, bug-
gy and impoverished. It rained every 
day.

“There were villages all along the 
Amazon, and the Redemptorists got to 
all of them,” said Ed.

The two Americans were quite a nov-
elty, and the Brazilians were amused by 
the Campbells’ attempts to speak their 
language. But the food they provided 
was very welcome.

“Powdered milk and cooking oil — 
they clamored for it,” said Gert. “They 
didn’t have anything like that.”

 “There also weren’t priests in some 
of the villages,” she continued. “When 
people got married, they made the vows 
and lived together. When the priest 
came, he’d bless their marriage.”

The most memorable moment of 
their years as volunteers for Gert oc-
curred when Ed was assigned to go to a 
meeting of Brazilian bishops way to the 
south in Rio de Janeiro, while she went 
up the Amazon with seven other Food 
for Peace workers.

Before they left, one of the Sisters 
gave her a big bag of oranges, which 
puzzled Gert. The journey took sever-
al days and eventually they ran out of 
water. That’s when the oranges came in 
handy. 

The scariest thing about the trip was 
the food. Let’s just say the sanitation led 
Gert to think twice about what she ate.

“We’d stop along these little villages   
. . . and the people from the little village 
would all run down to see the boat,” said 
Gert. “That was the first little bit of any-
thing different that they’d get to see.”

The Campbells eventually went 
up river together — by airplane — to 
Manaus, a substantial city in the center 
of the Amazon.

Two years into their three-year as-
signment, Ed underwent a mandatory 
medical examination and the doctors 
found he had cancer in his right kid-
ney. He and Gert were sent home so Ed 
could have surgery.

 After a period of recuperation, at the 
end of which Ed received a clean bill 
of health, the couple was reassigned to 
Barquisimeto in northwest Venezuela.

Having finished their final year, Ed 
and Gert returned to Kansas in 1965, 
returned to civilian jobs at Fort Leaven-
worth and settled down. 

Ed retired in 1977, and Gert retired in 
1980. They volunteered at St. John Hos-
pital and the Catholic-sponsored Leav-
enworth Assistance Center. Ed, who was 
always a pretty good golfer, finally quit 
the game when a neck injury made it too 
painful to swing the clubs.

 Now, they reside quietly in Twin 
Oaks Retirement Community. They 
remain members of Sacred Heart-St. 
Casimir Parish.

Ed was inducted into the Immaculata 
High School Hall of Fame in 2011. Also 
that year, his 75-year membership was 
recognized as the longest-tenured mem-
ber of Knights of Columbus Council 
900, which he joined at age 18.

Their greatest comfort in their retire-
ment years, besides the company of each 
other, is their Catholic faith. Although 
they can no longer drive to church for 
Mass, the Knights of Columbus faithful-
ly provide transportation.

“I just can’t image what it would be 
like not to be Catholic,” said Gert. “It’s 
the most important thing in our lives.”

“I have confidence that it is the true 
religion,” agreed Ed. “It’s more import-
ant than golf.”

Leavenworth couple recalls amazon ministry
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ed and Gertrude campbell traded their conventional lives in kansas to answer the call by pope John 
XXiii in 1961 for missionaries to go to Latin America. A month after they were married, they found 
themselves running a food program in the Amazon.

Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555

I just can’t image 
what it would be 

like not to be Catholic. 
It’s the most important 
thing in our lives.”

Gertrude Campbell

“
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LENEXA — Now in its 10th 
year of educating high school 
students, St. James Academy 
here received an honor it 

views as a nod to the overall impor-
tance the archdiocese places on Cath-
olic education.

The Cardinal Newman Society 
announced that St. James Academy 
has been named a 2014 “School of Ex-
cellence” on the Catholic Education 
Honor Roll.

The honor recognizes the inte-
gration of the Catholic faith in every 
aspect of all programs and activities, 
as well as academic excellence at a 
Catholic school.

Leaders at St. James applied for 
this recognition in the spring and 
received notification in mid-Septem-
ber that it is one of 71 schools to be 
named a school of excellence this 
year. Another nine schools received 
honorable mention distinction.

“It’s a tribute to our diocese as a 
whole as to what our schools are do-
ing for our kids today,” said Andy Ty-
licki, president of St. James Academy.

Moreover, he continued, “This is a 
compliment to all our supporters. As 
we celebrate our 10th year of educat-
ing great students in our region, the 
credit for this award is shared among 
our founding leadership who estab-
lished the culture and expectations; 
the families who took a chance by en-
rolling in a new school community; 
and the faculty, staff and coaches who 
honor and abide by our mission.”

This honor speaks to what the 
archdiocesan Catholic grade schools 
and high schools are doing to share 
the faith with a young generation of 
Catholics, he said.

“Since competition began in 2004, 
the honor roll has been a helpful 
tool for administrators, families and 
benefactors in recognizing the qual-
ity of a Catholic high school educa-
tion,” said Patrick J. Reilly, president 

of the Cardinal Newman Society. 
“The honor roll schools are a re-
minder that Catholic education is 
getting better every day — not only 
academically, but in the renewal of 
Catholic identity — and we are de-
lighted to see the increased level 
of competition among the schools 
that participated in the program this 
year.” 

‘Intentional’ community
Karla Leibham, principal of St. 

James, also credits the entire com-
munity for this honor.

“It’s a joy for me to work in a com-
munity that’s very intentional about 
how we go about our daily business 
of Catholic education,” she said.

The word “intentional” resonates 
with her, whether it’s how faith is 
woven into lesson plans and activi-
ties or how the school interviews its 
teachers and coaches.

Candidates are often surprised to 
respond to a query such as, “Tell us 
about your faith journey,” she said.

Deborah Nearmyer is the director 
of faith formation at St. James and 
is among the founders of the high 
school that now has 839 students en-
rolled.

“It is really rewarding to see so 
many people’s dreams really come 
true,” said Karen Maginn, director of 
admissions at St. James, who has also 
been there since the start.

The founders “set the tone,” she 
said, “and our kids and faculty and 
coaches really carried it forward.”

‘Celebration of all 
Catholic schools’

“It is an honor and celebration of 
all Catholic schools to receive this 
recognition,” said Colleen Kolich, 
chairperson of the English depart-
ment and instructional coach, who 

has also been at St. James since its 
start.

She has witnessed “unwavering 
commitment” to mission that pro-
vides confidence and direction every 
day.

“When you only have to ask one 
question, ‘Is this in keeping with our 
mission?’” she said, “it makes life 
pretty simple.”

Greg Hohensinner, chairperson 
of the science department, believes 
a Catholic education has substantial 
value because it allows students’ and 
faculty members’ hearts and minds 
to open and see Christ in everything 
they do.

A decade ago, the founders — 
Archbishop (now Emeritus) James 
P. Keleher, Mike Alex, Barbara Bur-
goon, Tylicki and Nearmyer — had a 
vision of what they wanted this high 
school to be, he said.

“We started at year one with this 
group as our leaders and, 10 years 
later, it has come to be,” said Hohen-
sinner. “All of our administrators, 
faculty and staff are all very proud 
to receive this very special recogni-
tion.”

St. James shared the news of the 
School of Excellence honor with 
its students during an assembly the 
morning of Sept. 15.

The attendees also watched a 
short video — part of a series cele-
brating 10 years of education at St. 
James — highlighting the spirit of 
the beginning of the school.

“I believe that Catholic education 
is priceless,” said Kolich. “Our Cath-
olic schools are committed to edu-
cating the whole person: body, mind, 
soul. Every classroom is enriched 
because it is infused with our Catho-
lic values and worldview. 

“Being surrounded by peers, 
teachers and staff who are a reflec-
tion of the Catholic faith enables 
students to share their joys and have 
the confidence to face adversity and 
challenges.”

st. James honored for excellence

PhoTo CouRTeSy oF ST. JaMeS aCadeMy

Andy tylicki, president of st. James Academy in Lenexa, announces to the student body that the school was named a 2014 “school of excel-
lence” on the catholic education honor roll.

Leon  and Carole (Jenkins) Ladish, 
m e m b e r s 
of St. Jo-
seph Parish, 
S h a w n e e , 
celebrated 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversary 
with a trip 
to Ireland. 

they also attended the archdiocesan 50th 
wedding anniversary mass at the cathe-
dral of St. Peter in Kansas city, Kansas, on 
June 1. the couple was married on oct. 3, 
1964, at St. benedict church, Kansas city, 
Kansas. their children and their spouses 
are: leslie and barney carroll, Shawnee; 
and Scott and carla ladish, Piper. they 
also have six grandchildren.

correction
there was a mistake in the Sept. 12 is-

sue of the leaven regarding the carmel-
ites’ symposium schedule. the 10 a.m. 
opening mass on oct. 23 with archbish-
op Joseph F. naumann presiding will be 
held at Immaculate conception church in 
leavenworth (not St. Joseph church).

AnniversAry poLicy
• The Leaven prints 50, 60, 65 and 70th notices. 
• Announcements are due eight days before 
the desired publication date. 
• Announcements must be typed. 
• They are for parishioners of Catholic parishes 
in the archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas, or 
for those who have resided in the archdiocese 
for a significant period of time. 
include the following information:
• The couple’s names; their parish; the date 
they were married; church and city where 
they were married; what they are doing to 
celebrate; date of the celebration; names of 
children (if desired); number of grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren; 
Send notices to: The Leaven, 12615 Parallel 
Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109, attn: anniversa-
ries; or send an email to: Todd@theleaven.com. 



“My boyfriend Jimmy and I had 
been going from shelter to shelter just 
to stay warm as winter’s chill coursed 
through us. I was with Jimmy and preg-
nant.”

– Anna*

“On several occasions we had to 
deal with homelessness. I can remem-
ber sleeping on a park bench and sleep-
ing at bus stops. . . . In 2009 I discov-
ered I was pregnant, with my daughter 
Mia. And prior to being pregnant with 
her I had been pregnant before. I had 
an abortion. . . . So this time around 
I wanted to do things the right way. I 
wanted to choose life.”

– Jacqueline*

A
nna and 
Ja c q u e l i n e 
describe a 
plight that is 
too common. 
If anything, 
surveys in-
dicate that 
low-income 

women are more against abortion 
than other women. Yet economic re-
alities pressure many to act against 
their convictions. This has been a 
disturbing reality for a long time, and 
it is getting worse.

In a 2005 study, 73 percent of wom-
en undergoing an abortion said not 
being able to afford a baby now was a 
reason for the abortion. That number 
rose to 81 percent for women below 
the federal poverty line.

And while the abortion rate for 
American women declined by 8 per-
cent between 2000 and 2008, among 
poor American women it increased 
by 18 percent.

Economic pressure and govern-
ment abortion policy can combine to 
make things worse. One study found 
that poor women on Medicaid had 
twice the abortion rate of other wom-
en in their state. If the state’s Medic-
aid program paid for elective abor-
tions, their abortion rate was more 
than four times that of other women. 

By offering “free” abortions, the 
government effectively places its 
thumb on the scale to favor death for 
the unborn child. By contrast, if these 
programs continue funding care for 
mothers and babies but stop funding 
abortion, abortions among women in 
the program decrease by as much as 
35 percent.

For many years, policymakers have 
debated whether we should reduce 
abortions by fighting poverty or by 
passing pro-life laws. The question is 
misplaced. It is not a matter of either/
or, but of both/and. We need to ad-
dress both poverty and bad abortion 
policies.

Poverty can lead to an increase in 
abortions. How does abortion affect 
poverty?

Here we have to look at a trend 
called “the feminization of poverty.” 
Women are more likely than men to 
be poor and to be in “deep poverty” 

(with an income less than half the 
federal poverty line). U.S. Census 
Bureau figures show that five million 
more women than men were poor 
in 2012. Almost 31 percent of house-
holds headed by a single woman are 
below the poverty line, compared to 
6 percent of households headed by a 
married couple. Women head over 80 
percent of single-parent households, 
and almost half of children living 
with only their mother are poor. So, 
poverty in America is often a story 
of poor women and children, with no 
man in the house.

Some social observers once 
thought legalized abortion would 
solve this problem. If single poor 
women had access to abortion, they 
could avoid the hardships of trying to 
raise a child alone, without resources. 
But after more than 40 years of legal-
ized abortion, out-of-wedlock births 
have increased, and the plight of poor 
women has worsened.

Beginning in the 1990s, ground-
breaking research has found that the 
“technology shock” of widely avail-
able contraception and abortion has 
increased out-of-wedlock births. Pre-
viously, it was widely accepted that an 
unexpected pregnancy out-of-wedlock 
should lead a man to offer marriage.

O
nce con-
traception 
and abor-
tion be-
came wide-
spread, the 
same preg-
nancy came 
to be seen 

as the woman’s responsibility — and 
as her problem. The man’s obliga-
tion can end with an offer to pay for 
abortion; if the woman refuses, she 
often soon finds herself to be a sin-
gle mother. Today, over 40 percent of 
births are out-of-wedlock.

What if the woman does have the 
abortion? Besides suffering from psy-
chological and spiritual burdens as 
an individual, she may find that the 
abortion has poisoned her relation-

ships. The rate of marital breakups 
and relationship dissolution after an 
abortion is said to be between 40 and 
75 percent, often related to a break-
down of intimacy and trust. And that 
often leaves women alone to care for 
themselves and any other children. In 
fact, 60 percent of abortions are per-
formed on women who already had 
one or more children.

Marriage has been called “Amer-
ica’s greatest weapon against child 
poverty.” By the same token, anything 
that disrupts lasting relationships un-
dermines the ability of women and 
men to join together to make a prom-
ising future for themselves and their 
children. In short, poverty can lead 
to abortion, and abortion can lead to 
more poverty.

Pope Francis has seen a deeper link 
between the poor and the unborn. 
They are both among the first victims 
of a “throwaway society,” an attitude 
that sees people as disposable when 
they do not serve the selfish interests 
of those with more power.

In “Evangelii Gaudium” (“The Joy 
of the Gospel”), Pope Francis reded-
icated the church to solidarity with 
the poor and marginalized, including 
women who are “doubly poor” be-
cause they endure “situations of ex-

clusion, mistreatment and violence.” 
He added: “Among the vulnerable for 
whom the church wishes to care with 
particular love and concern are un-
born children, the most defenseless 
and innocent among us.” To those 
who would abandon the unborn in 
order to be more “progressive,” he in-
sisted: “It is not ‘progressive’ to try to 
resolve problems by eliminating a hu-
man life.” He went on to say that not 
enough has been done “to adequately 
accompany women in very difficult 
situations, where abortion appears 
as a quick solution to their profound 
anguish, especially when the life de-
veloping within them is the result of 
rape or a situation of extreme pover-
ty” (212-14).

I
n defending unborn chil-
dren, whom Mother Te-
resa called “the poorest 
of the poor,” we resist a 
“survival of the fittest” 
attitude that ignores the 
needy — including poor 
women, many of whom 
feel pressure to undergo 

abortions. And in standing for the 
needs of the poor, we oppose a men-
tality that treats the very lives of some 
human beings — any human being, 
from conception to natural death — 
as unimportant or burdensome.

Anna and Jacqueline were for-
tunate. They found a network of 
church support that provides mate-
rial, emotional and spiritual support 
for women with unintended pregnan-
cies. Thousands of pregnancy centers 
throughout the country provide such 
help every day, assuring women in 
crisis that they and their unborn chil-
dren really matter.

We should support these centers 
and consider volunteering for them 
or opening our homes to a pregnant 
woman in need. And we can all help 
encourage our government and oth-
er institutions to support life. They 
must always aid and support mothers 
and children, and never offer to pay 
for the destruction of life as a “solu-
tion” to the challenges women face. 
The call to uphold women’s dignity 
and well-being, and that of their un-
born children, is one and the same.

* Names have been changed to pro-
tect the privacy of those mentioned.

poVertY and abortion:
a VicioUs cYcLe

IN a 2005 sTUDy, 73 pErCENT Of wOMEN UNDErGO-
ING aN aBOrTION saID NOT BEING aBLE TO affOrD a 
BaBy NOw was a rEasON fOr THE aBOrTION. THaT 
NUMBEr rOsE TO 81 pErCENT fOr wOMEN BELOw 
THE fEDEraL pOvErTy LINE.

wOMEN arE MOrE LIkELy THaN MEN TO BE pOOr, 
aND TO BE IN “DEEp pOvErTy” (wITH aN INCOME 
LEss THaN HaLf THE fEDEraL pOvErTy LINE). U.s. 
CENsUs BUrEaU fIGUrEs sHOw THaT fIvE MILLION 
MOrE wOMEN THaN MEN wErE pOOr IN 2012.

hoW you cAn heLp
For local opportunities to help 

women experiencing unplanned 
pregnancies, contact the consul-
tant to the archdiocesan pro-life 
office, Ron Kelsey, at (913) 721-
1570, ext. 189; send an email to: 
prolife@archkck.org; or inquire at 
your parish office.
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By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) 
— Pope Francis warned 
against the abandonment 
and neglect of the elderly, 

calling it a “hidden euthanasia” root-
ed in today’s “poisonous” culture of 
disposal and an economic system of 
greed.

In the presence of his predeces-
sor, Pope Francis also thanked retired 
Pope Benedict XVI for staying to live 
at the Vatican and being like “a wise 
grandfather at home.”

“A people who don’t take care of 
their grandparents and don’t treat 
them well is a people with no future. 
Why no future? Because they lose the 
memory [of the past] and they sever 
their own roots,” he said.

The pope’s comments came during 
a special encounter and Mass for old-
er people in St. Peter’s Square Sept. 
28. Some 40,000 grandparents, retired 
men and women, and their families at-
tended “The Blessing for a Long Life” 
event, organized by the Pontifical 
Council for the Family.

Pope Francis specifically invited 
Pope Benedict to attend the event, 
making it the third time since his re-
tirement in 2013 that the German 
pontiff has made a rare appearance in 
public with his successor.

Carrying a cane and looking strong, 
the 87-year-old pope arrived about 
one hour into the event, which fea-
tured music and testimonies from 
families. About 10 minutes later, while 
the famed Italian tenor Andrea Bocel-
li sang “Con te partiro” (“I’ll Go With 
You”), Pope Francis made his entrance 
with a small group of families. He im-
mediately went to greet and embrace 
Pope Benedict, who only stayed for 
the next hour, leaving before the start 
of Mass.

Addressing him as “Your Holiness,” 
Pope Francis thanked the retired pon-
tiff for his presence, telling the crowd, 
“I really like having him living here in 
the Vatican, because it’s like having a 
wise grandfather at home.”

The wisdom and love of older peo-
ple are instrumental for building the 
future, and they can even cheer up 
grumpy teenagers, the pope said.

“It’s very good for you to go visit an 
older person. Look at our kids. Some-
times we see them being listless and 
sad; [if] they go visit an older person, 
they become happy,” he said.

“Older people, grandparents have 
an ability to understand very difficult 
situations, a great talent. And when 
they pray about these situations, their 
prayers are strong and powerful.”

But there are many who instead 
prey on their fragilities, and the pope 
warned against the “inhuman” vio-

lence being waged against the elderly 
and children in areas of conflict.

Harm can also be waged quietly, he 
said, through many forms of neglect 
and abandonment, which “are a real 
and true hidden euthanasia.”

People need to fight against “this 
poisonous throwaway culture,” which 
targets children, young people and the 
elderly, on “the pretext of keeping the 
economic system ‘balanced,’ where 
the focus is not on the human being 
but on the god of money.”

While residential care facilities are 
important for those who don’t have a 
family who can care for them, it’s im-
portant these institutes be “truly like 
homes, not prisons,” the pope said, 
and that their placement there is in 
the best interest of the older person, 
“not someone else.”

These retirement homes should 
be like “sanctuaries” that breathe life 
into a community whose members are 
drawn to visit and look after the resi-
dents like they would an older sibling, 
he said.

The pope also thanked an older 
couple from Qaraqosh, near Mosul, 
Iraq, for their presence and urged 
people to continue to pray and offer 
concrete aid to those forced to flee 
from such “violent persecution.”

Married for 51 years with 10 chil-
dren and 12 grandchildren, Mubarak 

and Aneesa Hano said they were 
chased out of their Iraqi town by Is-
lamic State militants.

“The cities are empty, homes de-
stroyed, families scattered, the elderly 
abandoned, young people desperate, 
grandchildren cry and lives are de-
stroyed from the terror of the shouts 
of war,” Hano said.

He said he hoped the world would 
finally learn that “war truly is insan-
ity.”

Hano told the pope that, for 2,000 
years, the bells tolled in their parish 
churches until the militants invaded 
the northern Iraqi plain and replaced 
the crosses on top of their places of 
worship with black flags. Because the 
bells no longer ring in these aban-
doned villages, the bells of St. Peter’s 
Basilica tolled instead at the end of 
Hano’s testimony.

Pope Francis then concelebrated 
Mass with 100 elderly priests from 
around the world.

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

vatIcan cItY (cnS) — the big-
gest threat facing the vatican 
isn’t a bomb or bullet from the 
outside, but the insidious work 

of mischief-makers within, who plant 
discord and resentment, Pope Francis 
told the vatican’s security force.

“there are bombs in here, very dan-
gerous bombs in here,” he told securi-
ty personnel. “Please, keep your eyes 
open, because in the darkness of so 
many wicked lives, the enemy has sown 
weeds,” he said in his homily.

to help celebrate the vatican securi-
ty service’s patron saint, St. michael the 
archangel, the pope celebrated mass 
for security personnel in the chapel of 
the office governing vatican city State 
Sept. 27. 

the pope told his own “guardian 
angels” that their vocation is “to safe-
guard this state” so the church and the 
pope “can be free” to carry out their 
mission.

In addition to the more colorful 
Swiss Guard, the vatican’s other securi-
ty body is its own police force, the gen-
darme corps. the corps of about 130 
men is responsible for papal security, 
crowd control in St. Peter’s Square and 
safety, law and order within the vati-
can.

the pope said a good guardian, like 
the archangel, “has the courage to get 
rid of demons” and has the intelligence 
to be able to pick them out from the 
crowd. “he can’t be, excuse my termi-
nology, an idiot; he has to be quick on 
the uptake and alert.”

he said he knows their job is to be 
like sentinels, keeping watch and guard-
ing entrances, “doors and windows, so 
no bombs get in.”

but “I want to tell you something a 
bit sad; there are bombs in here” and 
it doesn’t matter if it’s “a homemade 
bomb or an atomic bomb,” every sin-
gle one is “dangerous” and “there are 
many.”

“the worst bomb inside the vatican 
is gossip,” which “threatens the life of 
the church and the life of [the vatican]
every day,” he said, because it “sows 
destruction” and “destroys the lives of 
others.”

While there are many religious and 
laypeople in the vatican who are “sow-
ing good seed,” the devil is still getting 
his way by using others “to sow weeds.”

even the pope is not immune to this 
temptation, he said; it’s a danger “for 
me, too,” because “the devil gives you 
that yearning.”

So, in addition to looking for the usu-
al security threats, the pope told the 
security guards to also crack down on 
backstabbing and courageously call 
people out.

pope launches 
alarm, tells vatican 

security force to 
be ‘gossip police’

pope: greed, throwaway culture fuel 
‘hidden euthanasia’ of elderly

CnS PhoToS/PauL haRIng

pope Francis greets people during an encoun-
ter with the elderly in st. peter’s square at the 
vatican sept. 28. some 40,000 grandparents, 
retired men and women, and their families 
attended “the blessing for a Long Life” event, 
organized by the pontifical council for the 
Family.

pope Francis embraces emeritus pope bene-
dict Xvi during the event. carrying a cane and 
looking strong, the 87-year-old pope benedict 
arrived about one hour into the event.
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By Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) — 
Venture capitalist Frank 
Hanna believes that just 
because he’s a Catholic 

business owner, his faith and values 
don’t have to be checked at the office 
door.

If anything, Catholic virtue and a deep 
feeling of solidarity with colleagues, 
customers and poor people around the 
world guide his decision-making to, as 
Hanna puts it, help humanity flourish.

Hanna, CEO of Hanna Capital in 
Atlanta, told 75 participants at a Sept. 
24-26 conference on the vocation of 
business at The Catholic University of 
America that moral values in business 
must be a priority for Catholic busi-
ness owners and managers.

Wealth is not measured solely by 
dollars, but by how business own-
ers conduct themselves in delivering 
goods and services and building soli-
darity — the Catholic principle of be-
ing in unity with others — with people 
of all walks of life, Hanna said Sept. 25.

“He or she must not neglect the dol-
lars, but must in the end conduct him-
self as if something else has priority,” 
Hanna explained. “This issue of being 
a Christian in the business world is not 
a constant Manichean choice between 
having money or being good. It’s rath-
er a matter of priority.

“Do we put first things first? The 
way to practice solidarity in business, 
such that human relationships are 
strengthened and human flourishing 
abounds, is to make such solidarity the 
higher priority. It’s not in place of prof-
its, but it’s more important,” he said.

Afterward, Hanna told Catholic 
News Service that God and family 
are his highest priorities and that out 
of that sense of responsibility he has 
been able to guide a successful finan-
cial services firm.

“The Lord gave us an example in 
saying, if you can fill people with the 
good news, it’s the greatest gift you 
can give them,” Hanna said. “So that’s 
what we try to do.”

Sponsored by the California-based 
Napa Institute and hosted by The 
Catholic University of America, the 
three-day conference was titled “Lib-
erty and Solidarity: Living the Voca-
tion to Business.” It brought together 
current and retired business owners, 
Catholic university faculty and cler-
gy and women religious to explore 
Catholic social teaching. Much of the 
emphasis was on the principles of sol-
idarity and subsidiarity and how they 
can be forces for good in the business 
world.

Participants and speakers told CNS 
that they wanted to better understand 
how their faith could be carried into 

the business world, where priority is 
given to maximizing profit regardless 
of how it is achieved.

Lawrence Blanford of Naples, Flor-
ida, retired CEO of what in March 
became Keurig Green Mountain Inc., 
said he wanted to share Catholic val-
ues with high school and college stu-
dents before they entered the business 
world.

He said that in conversations with 
students, he learned they believe that 
in their careers they must leave be-
hind the foundation of their Catholic 
faith.

“That’s absolutely, in my view, not 
true. It doesn’t mean that they neces-
sarily have to wear their religion on 
their sleeve, but I try to help them un-
derstand . . . that in every decision that 
you’re making and in every interaction 
with individuals within the company 
or customers or with investors, you 
are drawing on your moral center of 
gravity, you’re drawing on your forma-
tion,” Blanford said.

Sean Fieler, president of Equinox 
Partners, a New York hedge fund, said 
it is important to encourage financial 
professionals to “bring their faith to 
work without having to put ‘Catholic’ 
on the door.”

“Just because you don’t have Catho-
lic on the door doesn’t mean you have 
a values-free, faith-free zone, which 
is kind of the presumption within the 
field of finance,” he told CNS.

“If you haven’t explicitly made it 
Catholic, then any of those values are 
actually out of bounds, so to speak. 
And that’s exactly the dynamic that 
creates a Catholic ghetto, and we’re 
trying to work against it. We’re not 
trying to segregate it. We’re trying to 
mainstream it,” Fieler explained.

In an opening address, Cardinal 
Peter Turkson, president of the Pon-

tifical Council for Justice and Peace, 
welcomed the contributions of men 
and women in business as vital to im-
proving people’s lives as long as they 
promote the common good.

He encouraged attendees to ground 
their work in prayer and the tenets of 
the Catholic faith in order to continue 
God’s creation.

The Vatican, he said, has come to 
see that life in business is itself a vo-
cation.

“It simply means that one has a call-
ing, a calling which comes from God 
our creator,” Cardinal Turkson ex-
plained.

“Business is in fact a vocation and 
a very local vocation, provided that 
those engaged in it see themselves 
challenged by a greater meaning in 
life,” he said, quoting Pope Francis’ 
message to the World Economic Fo-
rum in January in Davos, Switzerland. 
“Such men and women are able to 
serve more effectively the common 
good and to make the goods of this 
world more accessible to all. And so 
business then belongs to such human 
activity, and entrepreneurs should see 
themselves as called by God to exer-
cise their necessarily important skills 
and activities to assist in continuing 
God’s work of creation.”

The cardinal said the church must 
work with people in business to “re-
spond appropriately to their vocation 
and to find the place of their activities 
in God’s own design for the human 
family and for the world.”

He reminded the business leaders 
that “every Christian is called to prac-
tice charity” toward others and to see 
their work as a gift from God so that 
they can function as stewards, rather 
than solely as owners or managers of a 
business venture.

business leaders explore ways to carry 
catholic values to the office

catholic business owners believe that just because they are in the field to make money, they don’t 
have to leave their catholic values and morals behind.

cases yet to be accepted 
may be high court’s

most-watched this term
WaShInGton (cnS) — not much 

more than a year after the Supreme 
court ruled that bans on same-sex mar-
riage were unconstitutional, the court 
could again this term weigh in on state 
laws related to such marriages. When 
the court opens its 2014 term oct. 6, the 
docket will include cases dealing with 
taxation, apportionment of river water, 
employment law and a handful of lower 
court rulings dealing with First amend-
ment rights. however, at a Georgetown 
University law center briefing about the 
term Sept. 23, analysts spent the biggest 
chunk of time discussing cases the court 
might take, as opposed to those already 
on the calendar. the docket so far is dom-
inated by dryer matters or issues that 
will likely be settled in ways that won’t 
affect much more than the individuals 
involved in those specific situations. but 
the cases that will catch the attention 
of the general public probably are those 
that were still pending: the half-dozen 
or so appeals of lower court rulings on 
state same-sex marriage laws. the jus-
tices were to consider several of those 
at their Sept. 29 conference, along with 
hundreds of other appeals. the court 
also this term probably will be asked to 
review rulings on health insurance subsi-
dies under the affordable care act; some 
state laws intended to restrict access to 
abortion-inducing drugs and others leg-
islating medical standards for abortion 
clinics. before those might come along, 
however, the first religious rights case is 
scheduled for oct. 7.

role of religion in u.s. public 
life has Americans divided, 

survey says
WaShInGton (cnS) — the role of 

religion in U.S. public life has americans 
divided. In its fifth annual american val-
ues Survey presented Sept. 23, the Pub-
lic religion research Institute found that 
46 percent of respondents were more 
concerned about the government inter-
fering with the ability of people to free-
ly practice their religion than they were 
with religious groups trying to get laws 
passed that force their beliefs on others. 
conversely, 46 percent were more wor-
ried about the religious groups than the 
government. the figures were among 
the conclusions of a survey of 4,500 
americans of different race, religion, 
gender and socioeconomic status that 
focused on their perceptions of econom-
ic, political and cultural issues facing 
the country today. Partisan divides were 
evident in the survey’s results, which 
showed 64 percent of republicans were 
more concerned with government inter-
ference, while 59 percent of democrats 
were more concerned about interference 
by religious groups. alan abramowitz, a 
professor of political science at emo-
ry University, spoke as a panelist at the 
survey’s Sept. 23 release in Washington 
and commented on the importance of 
ideology, more so than other factors, in 
shaping political views.



October
all women of the archdiocese are 
invited to the Day of Boundless 
Joy on oct. 4 from  8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Prince of Peace Parish, 16000 

W. 143rd, olathe. edward mulholland from 
benedictine college will speak on Pope Fran-
cis’ apostolic exhortation, “the Joy of the 
Gospel.” the cost to attend is $25, which 
includes a continental breakfast and lunch. 
register online at: www.eventbrite.com; 
search for “day of boundless Joy.”

the new location of the monthly pro-life 
Mass will be Church of the Nativity, 3800 
W. 119th St., leawood. mass will be held on 
oct. 4 at 8:15 a.m. after mass, attendees will 
pray the rosary at the Planned Parenthood 
abortion clinic at 4401 W. 109th St., over-
land Park.

come walk in the footsteps of Francis on 
oct. 4 from 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at the Sophia 
Spirituality Center, 751 S. 8th St., atchison. 
Spend this day with talks, prayer, and a dvd 
to gain insight into Pope Francis’ model for 
ministry. the retreat will be conducted by 
Sister Sheila carroll, oSb, spiritual director 
and a member of the Sophia staff. For more 
information or to register, call (913) 360-6151 
or visit Sophia Spirituality center’s website 
at: www.sophiaspiritualitycenter.org.

St. Pius X Church, 5500 Woodson rd., mis-
sion, will host its Oktoberfest on oct. 4 from 
5:30 - 10 p.m. the cost to attend is $15 for 
adults; $5 for children. dinner will be served 
from 5:45 - 8 p.m. and includes homemade 
German food. the alpen Spielers band will 
play from 7 - 10 p.m. ticket price includes 
dinner, band and dance. For more informa-
tion, contact marisa bade at (913) 244-5732 
or send an email to: marisabade@yahoo.
com. to make a table reservation for eight, 
contact the parish office at (913) 432-4808 
by oct. 1.

St. Paul Parish, olathe, will host its fall fes-
tival on oct. 4. there will be a vendor fair in 
the gym from 2 - 4:45 p.m. and from 6 - 8 
p.m. mass will be at 5 p.m., followed by food, 
beer and wine in the gym. the carnival will 
be from 6 - 8:30 p.m. tickets can be pur-
chased at the event or in advance by calling 
the school office at (913) 764-0619.  

St. Theresa Church, 209 3rd St., 
Perry, will host its annual fall ba-
zaar on oct 5. a turkey and ham 
dinner with homemade pie will be 

served in the parish hall from 11 a.m. - 2:30 
p.m. carryout dinners will be available. the 
cost of the meal is $8 for adults; $4 for chil-
dren. there will be a silent auction, cake-
walk, baked goods, a country store, bingo, 
and games for kids.

St. Mary - St. Anthony Church, 615 n. 7th 
St., will host an afternoon of bingo and 
fun on oct. 5 starting at 2 p.m. in bishop 
Forst hall. the cost to attend is $5, which 
includes a bingo card, desserts, popcorn 
and coffee. beer and soda will be available 
for purchase. For more information or to 
volunteer to help, contact carol Shomin 
at (913) 897-4833 or the rectory office at 
(913) 371-1408.

St. Boniface Church, Scipio, will host its 
annual fall bazaar on oct. 5 from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. in the parish hall. a roast beef din-
ner with all the trimmings will be served. 
the cost to attend is: $9 for adults; $5 for 
children ages 5 - 10; and free for children 
age 4 and under. carryout dinners will be 
available for $10. call the St. boniface rec-
tory at (785) 835-6112.

St. Francis Xavier Parish, 3rd and James, 
Mayetta, will host its annual church bazaar 
on oct. 5. a roast pork/turkey dinner will 
be served from 3 to 6 p.m. cost is $8 for 
adults and $4 for children. there will be a 
silent auction, country store, quilt and mis-
cellaneous raffle, a clown, kids games, bin-
go, and cake walk from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m.

come, pray and eat with the Bene-
dictine Sisters, learn about bene-
dictine spirituality and enter into 
your own deeper spirit from oct. 

9 - 12. this retreat will be conducted by 
Sister Judith Sutera, oSb. For more infor-
mation or to register, call (913) 360-6151 
or visit Sophia Spirituality center’s website 
at: www.sophiaspiritualitycenter.org.

Hayden High School class of 
1964 will hold its 50th class re-
union on oct. 10-12 in topeka. For 
further information, contact mari-

lyn harkin heideman at (785) 286-1300 or 
send an email to: gmheide@cox.net.

the curé of ars Singles will host 
their annual harvest moon dance 
on oct. 11 from 7:30 - 11:30 p.m. 
in the school cafeteria at 9401 

mission rd., leawood. the cost to attend is 
$15 at the door, which includes meat hors 
d’oeuvres, desserts, wine, beer, soda, and 
bottled water. lighted parking is behind 
the school. For more information, call (913) 
631-6873.

St. Francis Xavier Church, 214 e. Juniat-
ta, burlington, will host a public rosary 
rally and procession at 10 a.m. on oct. 
11. the rally will begin at veteran’s Park in 
downtown burlington. the rosary rally will 
be followed by a procession to St. Francis 
Xavier church for benediction. For more 
information, visit the website at: www.anf.
org. 

In celebration of the feast of our lady of 
Fatima, Queen of the Holy Rosary Church, 
7023 W. 71st St., overland Park, will host a 
special time of prayer at noon on oct. 11. 
a rosary procession will be concluded with 
consecration to the Immaculate heart of 
mary and benediction. 

St. Mary Church, Purcell, 446 
hwy. 137 (lancaster), will host 
a pancake luncheon on oct. 12 
from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. the cost to 

attend is a freewill donation.

Sacred Heart - St. Casimir Parish, 1405 
2nd ave., leavenworth, will host its annu-
al fall fest from noon - 3:30 p.m. on oct. 
12. a turkey and ham dinner will be served 
along with entertainment, a silent auction, 
white elephant, country store, games, and 
the chance to win a high energy efficiency 
heating and cooling system.

Sacred Heart Parish, 1100 West St., ton-
ganoxie, will host its annual turkey din-
ner and bazaar on oct. 12. dinner will be 
served from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. carryouts will 
be available until 2:30 p.m. the cost to at-
tend is: $9 for adults; $5 for children ages 
3 - 12; and free for children age 2 and under. 
there will also be a country store, bingo, 
raffles and children’s games. 

St. Bede Church, Kelly, will host its annu-
al soup supper on oct. 12 from 4 - 7 p.m. 
there will be a country store, and an auc-

tion of homemade quilts and many other 
items. the cost to attend is a freewill dona-
tion. Games will be from 5 - 8 p.m., and the 
auction will begin at 8 p.m. 

“Coping With Life Alone” is a grief sup-
port program that meets once a week for 
seven weeks. the program helps those 
who have lost a love relationship — due 
to death, divorce or separation — move 
through the experience of grief and loss 
into a hopeful future. the next program will 
be meeting on Sundays, oct. 12 to nov. 23, 
from 1:30 - 4 p.m. at Good Shepherd Par-
ish, 12800 W. 75th St., Shawnee. Preregis-
tration is needed to prepare materials. the 
cost to attend is $40. For more information 
or to register, call cathy at (816) 540-4644 
or visit the website at: www.beginning    
experience.org.

St. Aloysius Church, meriden, will host its 
annual parish bazaar and turkey dinner 
on oct. 12 from 11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. the 
cost to attend is: $8 for adults; $4 for chil-
dren ages 5 - 12; and free for children ages 
4 and under. carryout meals will be avail-
able. there will also be children’s games, 
bingo, a silent auction, a country store, raf-
fles, a beer garden, an ice cream stand, and 
more. mass will be held at 10:30 a.m. prior 
to the events. For more information, con-
tact the St. aloysius parish office at (785) 
484-3312.

the 22nd annual pro-life forum 
and essay contest for 8th-grade 
catholic school students will be 
held from 9:30 - 11:45 a.m. on 

oct. 15 at Church of the Nativity, 3800 W. 
119th St., leawood. For more information or 
to register, call courtney Williams at (913) 
568-5453 or send an email to: scj4x@aol.
com; or  call ron Kelsey at (913) 647-0350. 
Parents are strongly encouraged to attend.

the 22nd annual pro-life forum 
and essay contest for 8th-grade 
public and home-schooled stu-
dents will be held after 5 p.m. 

mass on oct. 19 at Church of the Ascen-
sion, 9510 W. 127th St., overland Park. For 
more information or to register, call court-
ney Williams at (913) 568-5453 or send an 
email to: scj4x@aol.com; or call ron Kelsey 
at (913) 647-0350. Parents are strongly en-
couraged to attend.
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it’s for a good reason!”
The parish has been trying to 

launch a similar project since 1999, 
but couldn’t make it work for vari-
ous reasons. Now, it’s going to hap-
pen. The parish capital campaign 
has reached its goal of $1.5 million in 
pledges, and has collected 50 percent 
of that in cash.

The capital campaign will fund the 
new entryway and foyer, adoration 
chapel, rectory, boiler for the church, 
air conditioner and stained-glass 
window cleaning.

“When a parish does any kind of 
building project like this, it requires 
a lot of sacrifice and commitment on 
the part of a lot of people,” said Arch-
bishop Naumann. 

“So, we thank all of you for your 
generosity, for your love for Jesus, 
your love for his church, your desire 
to help this community of Sacred 
Heart — which has such a rich tradi-
tion — continue to grow and prosper 
and have its best days in front of it,” 
the archbishop continued. “So, thanks 
to all who have made this possible. 

“I’m glad to come and celebrate 
this accomplishment of yours and 
pray this prayer of blessing.”

The principal architect of the proj-
ect is Marsha Hoffman of SFS Archi-
tecture of Kansas City, Missouri. A 
general contractor has not yet been 
selected. Three bids were returned, 
all slightly over budget. The parish 
finance and building committees will 
study the bids and decide on what 
further modifications to plans might 
be necessary.

emporia parish ready to build
>> continued from page 1

the $1.5 million capital campaign will be 
used not only for the new entryway, chap-
el and rectory, but other improvements, 
including a new boiler and air conditioner. 

Preserve Your Family’s Wealth!
KEvIN L. PETRACEK, ATTORNEY
JD, LL.M.-Taxation, CPA, CFP®
Parman & Easterday

Estate Planning · Wills · Trusts · Probate · Elder Law
(4th Degree K of C Member)
Call for a Free Initial Consultation
10740 Nall Avenue, Suite 160, Overland Park, KS 66211
(913) 385-9400 · www.parmanlaw.com

Also Serving Topeka, Lawrence, Emporia and Neighboring Communities

DeLeon Furniture
Furniture, upholstering and restoration

1142 Minnesota ave.
Kansas City, Kan.   66102

(913) 342-9446

TOUCH OF HEAvEN
Catholic Store

119 SE 18th   Topeka, KS
(785) 232-2543

Hrs. T-F - 10 a.m. 5:30; Sat. 9 a.m. to noon

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504

Want to help someone 
heal from an abortion?

eMPLoyMenT
principal - helias high School, a coeducational school of 
700 students in the diocese of Jefferson City, Missouri, is 
accepting applications for the position of principal. Min-
imal qualifications: enthusiastically practicing Catholic 
who values the distinct mission of Catholic education; a 
proficient and organized administrator with strong skills 
in the area of faculty development and evaluation, cur-
riculum development and implementation, and the use 
of technology in education. Missouri administrator’s cer-
tificate (or in process), and 5 years teaching experience. 
Preferred qualifications (in addition to the minimum listed 
above): at least 2 years administrative experience; mas-
ter’s degree in educational administration. The principal 
of helias high School works under the direction of the 
president of the school and oversees the other members 
of the school’s administrative team. as the chief academic 
officer of the school, the principal provides leadership for 
faculty and students and assures the orderly functioning 
of the school. applications are being accepted through 
nov. 7. Send cover letter and resume to: Father Stephen 
W. Jones, helias Catholic high School, 1305 Swifts hwy., 
Jefferson City, Mo 65109.

bilingual outreach and support specialist - Catholic 
Charities of northeast Kansas is looking for a bilingual 
outreach and support specialist. This position, through 
the Relationships Kan project and under the supervi-
sion of the project director, will provide outreach to the 
community and client assistance services to domestic 
violence and sexual assault survivors. eeo. duties: de-
velop and maintain professional contacts with referring 
agencies, with emphasis on domestic violence and sexu-
al assault programs, and dCF. Complete initial screening 
interview with participants to determine eligibility for the 
program and, if eligible, conduct intake. Complete partici-
pant intake, interview and appropriate screenings. Inform 
clients of program services and community resources. 
at initial intake, establish and build rapport with partic-
ipants emphasizing boSS role with Catholic Charities of 
northeast Kansas. deliver positive, trauma-informed care 
through all interactions and service. Follow guidelines 
outlined in domestic violence protocol. Qualifications: 
undergraduate degree in social work, social sciences, 
education, or marriage and family counseling. Training 
in marriage and family programs, and domestic violence/
sexual assault required. Must be willing to live the agen-
cy’s values, where we are called to show love, patience, 
kindness, faithfulness, self-control and joy. To view a 
complete job description and apply, visit the website at: 
www.catholiccharitiesks.org/jobs.

director of youth ministries - St.  Joseph Church, olpe, is 
currently accepting applications for the position of director 
of youth ministry in the parish’s youth ministry program.  
The successful candidate for this duty will assist the pastor 
in the promotion, coordination and management of a com-
prehensive and effective Catholic youth activities program 
in the parish. a complete job description for this duty is 
available electronically. This is a salaried 12-month position 
with a minimum of 12 - 15 duty hours per week expected 
and includes 2 weeks paid vacation per year. The position 
reports to the pastor. Compensation will range from $1,000 
to $1,200 per month and be based on candidate experience 
and skills. The contract for this position will be a 1-year con-
tract beginning on July 1 (or applicable date the first year) 
and ending on June 30. The successful candidate will be 
ready to begin duties on or before Jan. 1, 2015. only qual-
ified candidates with completed applications will be con-
sidered for interview. a completed application will include a 
letter of interest, professional resume (including 3 personal 
references and 3 professional references), college tran-
scripts and professional certificates/license(s) if applicable. 
Interviews for this position will begin as soon as there are 
qualified applicants. To learn more about this opportunity, 
please contact diana Kuhlmann, St. Joseph pastoral council 
chairperson, by email at: stevedi@wheatstate.com or call 
(620) 475-3784. applications can be submitted electroni-
cally by email to: frcordes03@yahoo.com or can be mailed 
to St. Joseph Catholic Church, attn: Father John Cordes. The 
position will remain open until filled.  

sales professionals - We respect your many years of ex-
perience; we value and need your wisdom. We only ask if 
you are “coachable”? If so, Catholic Cemeteries of north-
east Kansas has openings for sales trainees in our Johnson, 
Shawnee and Wyandotte County area cemeteries. an excel-
lent earning of $40K to $50K+ in commission is legitimate 
income potential for the first year. Training allowance your 
first 30 days, then draw + commission with bonus oppor-
tunities. Med, life, dental, optical, prescription, 401(k) plans, 
etc., are some of the many perks our employees receive. ex-
cellent opportunities for women and men interested in sales 
career and in helping people. advancement opportunities 
are available for hard-working and focused individuals. Must 
be willing to work some evenings and weekends when our 
client families are available to see us in their homes. once 
you learn our formula for success, your schedule is deter-
mined by you. Please email your resume and contact infor-
mation to: rcarr@cathcemks.org or fax to (913) 353-1413.

Financial representatives - due to the success and growth 
of the Knights of Columbus, we are adding a financial rep-
resentative in the Kansas City metro, Topeka, and garnett 
- greeley area. Ideal for a determined, high energy, high 
expectation, professional, self-disciplined, independent in-
dividual desiring to serve others, yet earn a better-than-av-
erage income. We provide top-rated financial products to 
our members and their families and will provide excellent 
benefits and training. Please contact John a. Mahon, gen-
eral agent, for more information or an interview by sending 
an email to: john.mahon@kofc.org, by phone at (785) 408-
8806 or at 1275 Topeka blvd., Topeka, KS 66612.  

parish outreach support specialist - unbound, a human-
itarian organization working in 21 countries around the 
world, is looking for a full-time parish outreach support spe-
cialist to join its parish outreach team. Within a collaborative 
team environment, the support specialist provides adminis-
trative support services to individuals, teams and functions 
associated with unbound’s parish outreach efforts. These 
responsibilities will include, but are not limited to: research-
ing, updating and maintaining information in our proprietary 
database; inbound and outbound phone responsibilities 
associated with various outreach initiatives; and building 
and nurturing respectful relationships and interactions with 
preachers, presenters and Catholic communities. Qualifica-
tions: Qualified candidates will be a high school graduate 
or possess a ged, plus one year related experience and/or 
training or equivalent combination of education and experi-
ence, outstanding interpersonal and customer service skills, 
exceptional organizational and time management skills, ba-
sic familiarity with the Catholic Church, and proficiency in 
Windows-based computer programs. If you have excellent 
oral and written communication skills, strong problem res-
olution skills and the desire to work hard for an organization 
helping people overcome poverty, send us your information. 
Preferred qualifications: bilingual in Spanish a plus. Salary 
and benefits: Salary commensurate with experience and 
education. Salary is $13 per hour. exceptional benefit pack-
age for employee: health, dental, life, ad&d, STd, LTd and 
403(b) with generous paid time off. Please send resume 
and cover letter with salary requirements by email to: hr 
resume@unbound.org, regarding parish outreach support 
specialist. For more information, visit the website at: www.
unbound.org/employment.

choir director and organist - The Cathedral of St. Peter, 
Kansas City, Kansas, is seeking an organist to direct and 
accompany an established adult SaTb choir for Sunday 
Mass, special archdiocesan Masses and weekly rehears-
als on a 3-manual/25-rank Moeller pipe organ. Knowledge 
of Catholic liturgy required. See job description from em-
ployment tab online at: www.cathedralkck.org. Send let-
ter of interest, resume and references by email to: mtraffis 
@cathedralkck.org.

retail sales - Trinity house Catholic books and gifts is seek-
ing part-time retail sales help. Candidates must be outgoing, 
energetic and have love for helping people in their journey 
to love and know our Lord more closely.  Retail experience 
and theology background is a plus. Inquiries should be made 
by sending your resume by email to: trinityhouse01@gmail.
com.

SeRvICeS
Got a pc virus? error messages? 

affordable, quick, reliable IT Service. Call, text, or email. 
Matt Karlin (816) 876-6619

mattcomputerfix@gmail.com. Sacred heart Parish

estate sale services - downsizing, moving, have a loved 
one that has passed away? Let vintage Monkey estate 
Sales help.  We are a full service estate sale company here 
to help you take the next step in your life. We will take over 
and create an experience that is easy, quick and hassle-free. 
Call Marcelle bruck at (913) 707-9238  for a free in-home 
consultation.  Member of Curé of ars Parish.

Machine quilting - by Jenell noeth, basehor. also, quilts 
made to order. Call (913) 724-1837.

house and office cleaning - honest, reliable; reasonable 
rates. Johnson and surrounding counties. Parishioner of 
good Shepherd Church. References available. Call (913) 
544-6982.

For Quickbooks help
Call ann evans
(913) 406-9778

Member of Curé of ars Parish

electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. JoCo and 
south KC metro. Call Pat at  (913) 963-9896.

Masonry work - Quality new or repair work. brick, block 
and chimney/fireplace repair. Insured; second-generation 
bricklayer. Member of St. Paul Parish, olathe. Call (913) 829-
4336.

Mike hammer local moving - a full-service mover. Pack-
ing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage container 
load/unload, and in-home moving. no job too small. Serving 
JoCo since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, parishioner. Call Mike 
at (913) 927-4347 or send an email to: mike@mikehammer 
moving.com. 

Junkyard dawg garage, yard and debris cleanup.  
Call Josh for an estimate for cleaning and hauling away at 

(913) 314-0171 and let’s get ’er done!

bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming you, 
seek hope and help from compassionate, experienced Cath-
olic attorney, Teresa Kidd. For a free consultation, call (913) 
422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.com; or visit the 
website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. We moved! Come 
check out our new office in Lenexa. 

professional window cleaning - Residential only. Insured 
and bonded. over 40 years experience. Free estimates. Con-
tact gene Jackson at (913) 593-1495.

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. Replace broken 
springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry and pa-
tio doors, and more. over 32 years of experience. Call (913) 
227-4902.

Agua Fina irrigation and Landscape 
The one-stop location for your project! 

Landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
Cleanup and grading services 

it’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
Call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

tim the handyman - Small jobs, faucets, garbage dis-
posals, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall 
ceiling repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, 
and gutter cleaning. Call (913) 526-1844.

tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and 
beauty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. 
Free consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. 
Cristofer estrada, green Solutions of KC, (913) 378-5872. 
www.greenSolutionsKC.com.

hoMe IMPRoveMenT
house painting

Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 
Power washing, fences, decks. 

30 years experience. References. Reasonable rates. 
Call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

drc construction
We’ll get the job done right the first time.

Windows - doors - decks – Siding
Repair or replace, we will work with you to solve your 
problems. Choose us for any window, door, siding or 

deck project and you’ll be glad you did. 
everything is guaranteed 100%

(913) 461-4052  www.windowservicesoverlandpark.com
drcconswindows@gmail.com

custom countertops - Laminates installed within 5 
days. Cambria, granite, and solid surface. Competitive 
prices, dependable work. Call the Top Shop, Inc., at (913) 
962-5058. Members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

neLson creAtions L.L.c.
home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. Licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and diane nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. don’t move — re-
model! Johnson County area. Call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

eL soL y LA  tierrA
*Commercial & residential 

* Lawn renovation *Mowing
* Clean-up and hauling

* dirt grading/installation
* Landscape design

* Free estimates
hablamos y escribimos ingles!!

Call Lupe at (816) 252-3376

heating and cooling repair and replacement - Call Joe 
with Jb design and Service. Licensed and insured with 
20 years experience. Member of divine Mercy Parish. 
Call Joe at (913) 915-6887. 

Adept home improvements
Where quality still counts!

basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

electrical and plumbing,
Licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

Local handyman and lawn care - Mowing, painting, 
wood rot, power washing, staining, gutter cleaning, hon-
ey-do List, hvaC and windows. FRee estimates. Member 
of holy angels Parish, basehor. Call billy at (913) 927-4118.

stA (sure thing Always) home repair - basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. Call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. Member of 
holy Trinity, Lenexa.

the drywall doctor, inc. - a unique solution to your 
drywall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall 
damage — from water stains and stress cracks to tex-
ture repairs and skim coating. We provide professional, 
timely repairs and leave the job site clean! Lead-certified 
and insured! Serving the metro since 1997. Call (913) 
768-6655. 

swalms organizing and downsizing service - reduc-
ing clutter - enjoy an organized home! basement, 
garage, attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  
belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or 
taken for recycling, trash bagged. For before and after 
photos, visit: www.swalmsorganizing.com. over 20 
years of organizing experience; insured. Call Tillar at 
(913) 375-9115.

home improvements - Thank you to all my customers 
for being patient as I underwent a life-saving liver trans-
plant. If there is new work or warranty work, please don’t 
hesitate to call. We do windows, siding, doors, decks, ex-
terior painting and wood rot. There is no job too big or 
too small. Call Joshua doherty at (913) 709-7230.

CaRegIvIng
Looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply looking 
to improve your current home care quality, we can help. our 
unique approach to home care has earned us a 99% client 
satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus families we have 
assisted. We are family-owned, with offices in Lenexa and 
Lawrence. Call benefits of home - senior care, Lenexa: 
(913) 422-1591 or Lawrence: (785) 727-1816 or www.bene 
fitsofhome.com. 

caregiver - nursing/companion. I can provide the medical 
care and household management experience. Live-in con-
sidered. nights or weekends, hourly. 30 years experience. 
Call (913) 579-5276.

caregiving - We provide personal assistance, companion-
ship, care management, and transportation to the elderly 
and disabled in home, assisted living and nursing facilities. 
We also provide respite care for main caregivers needing 
some personal time. Call daughters & company at (913) 
341-2500 and speak with Laurie, debbie or gary.

WanTed To buy
Will buy firearms and related accessories - one or a 
whole collection. honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
Contact Tom at (913) 238-2473. Member of Sacred heart 
Parish, Shawnee. 

AntiQues WAnted - I buy older wrist- and pocket watch-
es, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, postcards and 
photographs, babe Ruth autographs, pharmaceutical drug 
store soda fountain and military items. Call (913) 642-8269 
or (913) 593-7507.

Wanted to buy - Lionel trains. Call (913) 485-6700.

Wanted to buy - antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
Renee Maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee

RooMMaTe
roommate wanted - Roommate wanted near JCCC. 
Private room and bath. Run of the condo. $500 plus light 
chores. Call (913) 579-5276.

FoR SaLe
For sale - at Resurrection Cemetery, two easements in 
mausoleum. Today’s selling price is $12,000; offering this 
space for $9,000. Contact a. Kelly at (913) 649-9691.

For sale - a sale of sacred art, statues big and small from 
churches, rosaries. a collector of 18 years. antiques also. 
Christmas is around the corner. bless your home with peace 
and joy. oct. 4 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 1545 n. 85th Pl., Kansas 
City, Kansas 66112. Call anne at (913) 299-3808. 

Max’s rosaries - Custom-made locally for all occasions – 
first Communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. Ro-
sary bracelets and beaded earrings too! I also do repairs. 
Member of the Church of the ascension, overland Park. Call 
(913) 400-3236.

residential lifts - buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, ceil-
ing lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. Mem-
ber of St. Michael the archangel Parish, Leawood. Call Silver 
Cross KC at (913) 327-5557. 

ReaL eSTaTe
Wanted to buy: I need houSeS! I buy them as is, with no 
repairs. you can even leave behind what you don’t want. We 
buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. all sales are 
cash with no strings attached. Please call Mark edmondson 
at (913) 980-4905. holy Trinity Parish member.  

For sale - 4 - 8 acres. Ranchette. 3 bR, 1.5 ba, 2-car garage, 
beautiful country living. St. Paul, Kansas. $130,000. Call 
burchwood Real estate now! (620) 724-8627 or (620) 238-
0202. Jerry Church, broker. 

For sale - 5 bR, 4-1/2 ba beauty located two blocks from St. 
Thomas aquinas high School. has been totally remodeled 
with fresh paint inside and out, new granite countertops 
and new stainless steel appliances. new flooring with hard-
woods, tile and carpet throughout. Two utility areas — one 
on second floor and one in basement. also new roof, drive, 
landscaping, lighting and hardware. Call Wayne at (913) 
710-5820.

                                                                                                      

MISCeLLaneouS
our Lady of hope. Catholics with an anglican 

and Methodist heritage. Formal and friendly. visitors wel-
come.  Mass Saturdays at 4 p.m., St. Therese Little Flower, 
5814 euclid, Kansas City, Mo. Fulfills Sunday obligation. Fa-
ther ernie davis. dr. bruce Prince-Joseph, organist. For more 
information, send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or call 
(816) 729-6776. 
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A popular late-
night talk 
show host 

has drawn attention 
to the lost art of 
writing thank-you 
notes.

Jimmy Fallon, the host of 
“The Tonight Show,” writes a 
handful of notes every Friday 
on an assortment of topics 
for which he is grateful such 
as: “Thank you, peer pres-
sure, for being totally not 
cool. Unless my friends think 
it’s cool, then it’s pretty cool, 
I guess.” 

Expressing gratitude in a 

handwritten note is one of 
those niceties of our con-
temporary culture that is 
often viewed as a post-wed-
ding, post-baby shower, or 
post-holiday chore: “Oh, 
those dreaded thank-you 
notes.” 

There are some people 
among us, however, who 
delight in writing thank-you 
notes. One of these people is 
our own Archbishop Joseph 
Naumann. In my work for 
the archdiocese in the office 
of stewardship and develop-
ment, we process many gifts 
of all sizes for many Catholic 
causes. 

I can’t begin to count the 
many times each week our 
archbishop uses his sturdy 
ballpoint pen to write in 
familiar blue ink a thoughtful 
note to a fellow Catholic. He 
takes time to compose each 
note with a comment unique 
to the person addressed. 

Another person who un-
derstood the importance of 

acknowledging a gift with a 
personal note was my moth-
er. The envelopes of her 
thank-you notes were always 
addressed with an inimitable, 
artistic, calligraphic flourish. 

Although she’s been gone 
from my sight for the past 
several years, the memory of 
her good habit of note-writ-
ing remains in my heart.

I recently came across 
one of her thank-you notes 
written to me for some 
small gift for some occasion 
long-forgotten. In the note, 
she reminded me of how 
much she loved me, admired 
me and cared about me.

She may have been thank-
ing me but, in doing so, she 
gave me a gift far greater 

than the value of any gift I 
may have given to her. She 
gave me the love and atten-
tion that only a mother can 
give.

In our stewardship, how 
often do we think about how 
we express our gratitude for 
all those who do good things 
for us and for others — for 
their kind words, charity, 
loyalty or compassion? How 
do we show our gratitude 
for the many blessings in our 
lives? A note is a simple, in-
expensive gesture, but worth 
far more. What gift could 
exceed the value of our time, 
attention, gratitude, and our 
humility? 

Good stewards say thank 
you to God in their prayers. 

send a thank-you note to god

Join us in peaceful, prayerful witness 

With the 
recent 
clos-

ing of the abortion 
clinic in Kansas 
City, Kansas, we are 
changing the loca-
tion of the monthly 
pro-life Mass. 

We will now gather at 
Leawood’s Church of the 
Nativity, located at 3800 W. 
119th, on the first Saturday 
of each month, beginning on 
Oct. 4 at the 8:15 a.m. Mass. 
After Mass, we will drive 
to the Planned Parenthood 
abortion clinic and pray the 
rosary. Planned Parenthood 

is located at 4401 W. 109th 
St., Overland Park. 

Planned Parenthood is 
one of two remaining abor-
tion clinics in the Kansas 
City metro area. And these 
two clinics are only a few 
blocks from each other. 
This will allow us to better 
focus our efforts to increase 
awareness of each clinic, 

pray near each location and 
stand in public witness to 
abortions occurring in our 
community. Planned Parent-
hood kills several thousand 
unborn babies each year at 
their Overland Park location 
and, as the nation’s largest 
abortion provider, they kill 
over 300,000 unborn babies 
each year in the United 
States. The evil done by 
Planned Parenthood must 
cease. 

Imagine what we would 
do if an organization killed 
several thousand newborn 
babies each year in the KC 
metro area. We would not 
tolerate this. Our communi-
ty would be very active pub-
licly to end the slaughter. 
We should be very active 
publicly over abortion. 

There is no difference in 

God’s eyes between unborn 
babies and born babies. But 
many of us remain silent. 
Compare this silence to 
what happens when a child 
goes missing. An Amber 
Alert is sent out and we 
leave no stone unturned to 
find the missing child. This 
is the type of committed ac-
tion that God expects from 
us to protect unborn babies. 

Yet many of us remain 
silent about abortion, and 
worse, many even vote for 
politicians who are so-called 
pro-choice. Would we vote 
for politicians who support-
ed legalized killing of born 
babies? Of course not. 

If no one voted for politi-
cians who were pro-choice, 
we would rapidly find that 
no politician would declare 
himself to be pro-choice 

and abortions would cease. 
But legalized abortions 
continue at unimaginable 
rates and many of us remain 
silent. 

How do we break our 
silence? Stand in prayerful, 
peaceful witness at abortion 
clinics. Become a visible 
presence opposed to abor-
tion. We are blessed to be 
able to peacefully gather in 
public in prayer and witness 
to end abortion. We need 
not risk our lives to defend 
the unborn. Rather, we must 
merely sacrifice our time to 
change hearts and minds. 

Join in prayer and witness 
at Planned Parenthood. Stay 
tuned for a major new initia-
tive from the pro-life office. 
Our focus is now Planned 
Parenthood.

LEsLE KnoP
Lesle Knop is the executive director 
of the archdiocesan office of stew-
ardship and development. you can 
email her at: lknop@archkck.org.

siMpLy steWArdship

rON KeLSey
Ron Kelsey is the archdiocesan 
consultant for the pro-life office. you 
can email him at: prolife@archkck.
org or call (913) 647-0350.

buiLdinG the cuLture oF LiFe

Project
Andrew

Archbishop Joseph Naumann cordially 
invites single men 16 & over to Project An-

drew — an evening of prayer, inspiring priests, 
dinner, and learning about discernment.

sunday oct. 19 at 
sacred heart, shawnee

&
sunday. oct. 26 at 

christ the king, topeka

Register at kckvocations.com
vocation@archkck.org or (913) 647-0303

It is no accident that we 
hear Scripture readings 
with the image of vine-
yards during this time 

of year. After all, this is the 
time for the grape harvest. 
This is the time for making 
wine.  

Kansas is known more for 
its wheat harvest than for 
wine, even though there are 
a few vineyards in the area. 
We are more likely to think 
of France or Italy or Spain 
as producing wine. 

Once, when I was travel-
ing in a part of France noted 
for its wine and visiting a 
cathedral there, I took some 
time to admire its stained-
glass windows. One window 
in particular stood out. It 
showed Christ being put to 
death for us. 

But, instead of being on 

a cross, Christ was wedged 
in a wine press, which was 
squeezing the blood out 
of him, the same blood we 
receive under the form of 
wine in the Eucharist. After 
all, wine is like the blood of 
the grape, which must be 
sacrificed to produce it. 

We can represent Christ 
by the image of the grape, 

because Israel is often rep-
resented by the image of the 
vineyard. Just as the vine-
yard produces the grape, 
so also the people of Israel 
gave us Christ. 

We see a good example 
of the image of the vineyard 
representing Israel in Sun-
day’s first reading, Is 5:1-7. 
The owner of the vineyard 
is disappointed in its crop 
and threatens to destroy the 
vineyard. When that threat 
climaxes with the sentence, 
“I will command the clouds 
not to send rain upon it,” it 
suggests that the owner of 
the vineyard is not just any 
ordinary human being. 

The next sentence makes 
the owner’s identity abso-
lutely clear: “The vineyard 
of the Lord of hosts is the 
house of Israel, and the 

people of Judah are his cher-
ished plant.” 

This image of the peo-
ple of Israel as a vineyard 
provides the background 
for those parables of Jesus 
in which a vineyard plays a 
significant role, such as this 
Sunday’s Gospel reading, 
Mt 21:33-43, as well as last 
Sunday’s Gospel reading, Mt 
20:1-16a. 

Besides these parables of 
Jesus in the synoptic Gos-
pels, Jesus makes the claim 
that “I am the vine, you are 
the branches” in Jn 15:5. 
Once again, the image of the 
vineyard as representing 
Israel comes into play. 

Clearly, this image of the 
vineyard as standing for the 
people of God is one that we 
cannot overlook.

I thought it would be a 
simple task to get more 
detailed information. 
What I discovered, 

though, both confused and 
delighted me.

It started with a refer-
ence in “The Book of Days,” 
by Guen Sublette, that the 
first week of October is Get 
Organized Week. Being a 
stickler, I wondered if “first 
week” meant Oct. 1-8 or the 
first full week of October. 
(You see, this “critical” 
research would take time, 
which meant continuing my 
procrastination as to when 
I would begin the trauma of 
actually organizing.)

Since the event was 
sponsored by the National 
Association of Professional 
Organizers, I went first to 
its website, where I found a 
video proclaiming, “January 
is Get Organized Month.” 
What? No mention of Octo-
ber or a week. 

I then Googled “National 
Get Organized Week 2014” 
and up popped over 65 
million results (in 0.45 sec-
onds). Perusing the entries 
helped me to discover that 
the dates are Oct. 4-11 . . . in 
2010. A 2013 entry gave no 
specific dates, while another 
site insisted it was the sec-
ond week of October. 

Finally, Debra Marrs 
cleared up the matter (I 
think) on her website at: 

www.yourwritelife.com. 
When started by the pro-
fessional organizers group 
in 1992, it was celebrated 
during the first full week of 
October. However, in 2005, 
they moved it to January 
and renamed it GO — Get 
Organized — month. That’s 
why I got so confused. My 
perverse delight, though, 
came in knowing that even 
professional organizers 
couldn’t get organized 
enough to nail down dates 
all could agree upon.

OK, no matter when GO 
is officially or how long it 
lasts, its purpose is “to focus 
on the benefits of getting 
organized and the tools 
and techniques necessary 
to achieve that goal. [It] is 
an opportunity to stream-
line your life, create more 
time, lower your stress and 
increase your profit.”

I’m with Marrs who still 

celebrates Get Organized 
Week at this time of year. 
We’re now in the fourth 
quarter of 2014, and that’s 
a good time to ask: How 
well am I doing with my 
New Year’s resolutions of 
2014? Do you even remem-
ber them? Most of us have 
probably let the demands 
of our daily lives overtake 
any good intentions that we 
had last January of making 
our lives healthier, happier 
and holier. Why not end this 
year with a bang by resur-
recting those resolutions 
and getting a jump-start on 
making 2015 a spectacular 
year of growth?

Let’s start by paying 
attention to our physical 
selves. Have we “let our-
selves go” a bit? How much 
attention do we pay to how, 
when and what we eat? Do 
we get enough exercise and 
sufficient sleep? Have we 
been to the doctor and den-
tist lately? In short, how is 
the upkeep of our body — a 
temple of the Holy Spirit, no 
less — going?

Secondly, at least some 
of our happiness is blunt-
ed by all of the “stuff” that 
surrounds us — whether 
physical or mental clutter. 
Every undone task occupies 
a place in our brain and 
drains us of energy. For the 
next 12 weeks, take a look 
at a junk drawer, a stuffed 

closet, a messy garage, or a 
mountain of papers and re-
store some order to several 
of them. After all, with the 
holidays coming, you might 
want to have guests over or 
at least clear some space for 
the inevitable gifts that will 
enter your home at Christ-
mas.

Lastly, examine your 
spiritual life. Do you pray 
regularly and attentively? 
When was the last time you 
attended a retreat or a day 
of prayer at your parish? Do 
you participate in a Bible 
study or a prayer group? Do 
you have spiritual reading 
material in your home? Do 
you volunteer some time at 
church or in the community, 
take time to visit the sick or 
drop a note to an elderly rel-
ative or friend? Many times, 
it’s this area of our lives that 
needs the most attention.

I recently heard a story 
of two little boys who were 
watching their grandma 
pace around her yard while 
reading the Bible.

“What’s she doing?” 
asked one of the boys.

“Cramming for her fi-
nals!” said the other. 

Let’s not wait until “the 
end” to get our physical, 
mental and spiritual lives in 
order. Start with one small 
step in one small area.

On your mark, get set, 
GO!
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faTHEr 
MaRK goLdaSICh
Father Mark goldasich is the pastor of 
Sacred heart Parish in Tonganoxie. he 
has been editor of The Leaven since 1989.

MArk My Words

Vineyard represents israel in many of Jesus’ parables

faTHEr MIKe STubbS
Father Mike Stubbs is the pastor of 
holy Cross Parish in overland Park and 
has a degree in Scripture from harvard 
university.

in the beGinninG

scripture reAdinGs

TWenTy-SevenTh WeeK In oRdInaRy TIMe

oct. 5
TWenTy-SevenTh Sunday 
In oRdInaRy TIMe
Is 5: 1-7
Ps 80: 9, 12-16, 19-20
Phil 4: 6-9
Mt 21: 33-43

oct. 6
Bruno, priest; Blessed Marie Rose
Durocher, virgin
gal 1: 6-12
Ps 111: 1b-2, 7-9, 10c
Lk 10: 25-37

oct. 7
our Lady of the Rosary
gal 1: 13-24
Ps 139: 1b-3, 13-15
Lk 10: 38-42

oct. 8
Wednesday
gal 2: 1-2, 7-14
Ps 117: 1bc, 2
Lk 11: 1-4

oct. 9
Denis, bishop, martyr, and his companions, 
martyrs; John Leonardi, priest
gal 3: 1-5
(Ps) Lk 1: 69-75
Lk 11: 5-13

oct. 10
Friday
gal 3: 7-14
Ps 111: 1b-6
Lk 11: 15-26

oct. 11
Saturday
gal 3: 22-29
Ps 105: 2-7
Lk 11: 27-28

Find the LeAven 
in these pLAces

onlIne
www.theleaven.com

FacebooK
www.facebook.com/
theleavenkc

tWItter
@theleavenkc

YoUtUbe
www.youtube.com/
user/theleavenkc

Who to contAct About . . . 

StorY IdeaS
anita@theleaven.com

calendar notIceS
calendar@theleaven.com

annIverSarY notIceS
todd@theleaven.com

eaGle ScoUtS
todd@theleaven.com

advertISInG
julie@theleaven.com

pope FrAncis
bring the Gospel to those who need it most: 

the poor, the frazzled and the lost, who wander 
the world without any guidance or protection, 
Pope Francis told pastoral workers. remember 
the church’s ministry is like working a field hos-
pital, where the attitude is helping the wounded 
and holding those who are hurt more than guard-
ing laws that only keep people away, he said. 

there are “so many people who are hurt, and 
they are asking us to be close. they are asking us 
the same thing they asked Jesus,” to be by their 
side, he said Sept. 19. the pope met with more 
than 2,000 pastoral workers from 60 countries 
who were at the vatican attending an internation-
al meeting on “the Pastoral Project of ‘evangelii 
Gaudium,’ the Joy of announcing the Gospel.” the 
meeting Sept. 18-20 had participating bishops, 
religious and laypeople look at ways Pope Francis’ 

apostolic exhortation could guide their work of 
evangelization. the pope said the church’s main 
task is evangelizing, especially to those most in 
need of christ and his good news. the pope also 
said that when Jesus went to towns and villages 
to teach, his heart broke seeing the crowds be-
cause, according to the Gospel of matthew, “they 
were troubled and abandoned like sheep without 
a shepherd.”

— CnS

is this coming week your time to go?
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By Jill Ragar Esfeld
jill@theleaven.com

L
EAWOOD — Church of 
the Nativity parishioner 
John Murphy isn’t used to 
being called an angel.

“When I was in Cath-
olic grade school, I don’t 
think that ‘John Murphy’ 

and ‘angel’ were ever used in the same 
sentence,” he said.

But today he and his wife Bridget are 
considered angels by the Catholic Edu-
cation Foundation, and this month will 
be recognized as the Angels Among Us 
honorees at the 11th annual CEF Gaude-
amus event.

“So to have that term used now is re-
ally an honor and quite humbling,” said 
John.

Bridget agreed. She and her husband 
are looking forward to the Gaudeamus 
event, she said. But not to the attention.

“It’s difficult,” she said. “You’re sup-
posed to do what you do in the dark, not 
in the light.”

When the light shines on the Mur-
phys, it illuminates two hearts joined in 
a commitment to community service.

The couple met on a blind date when 
John, an attorney, first relocated here 
from New Jersey.

It wasn’t love at first sight.
“No,” said Bridget. “I think it took two 

dates.”
The Murphys have two grown chil-

dren now, Helen and Jack. The fami-
ly shares a deep commitment to their 
Catholic faith and the belief that they are 
called to live it out by helping others.

“We’ve always tried to recognize or-
ganizations that are doing the right thing 
in town,” said John. “And if we find out 
they have a specific need, we try to help 
them with it.”

CEF has been a favorite cause of the 
couple since its inception.

As chair of Kansas City law firm 
Shook Hardy & Bacon, John is a success-
ful business and community leader. 

He values his Catholic education and 
the basis it provided for his accomplish-
ments. And he thinks any parents who 
believe in the benefits of Catholic educa-
tion should be able to provide it for their 
children. 

To that end, he served on the CEF 
board from 1999 to 2011.

“I was born and raised in an urban en-
vironment,” he said. “And I was able to 
go to a Catholic elementary school.

“I recognized the virtues of it, so this 

was an opportunity to get involved as an 
adult in trying to do the same thing for 
others.”

“John was part of the group that really 
helped build the foundation for CEF so it 
can be what it is today,” said CEF execu-
tive director Michael Morrisey. “He was 
totally involved as a board member.”

While John served on the CEF board, 
Bridget was equally involved as board 
president for the Down Syndrome Guild 
of Kansas City, a cause close to her heart 
because Jack has Down syndrome.

Even after John left the CEF board, 
the couple continued to be intimately in-
volved with the foundation.

That’s because the couple recognizes 
the importance of having a strong Cath-
olic faith. 

“I think Catholic formation is terribly 
important for the individual and for our 
world,” said Bridget. “The most import-
ant things I’ve been through — whether 
they were difficult times or they were 
happy times — were all engulfed in my 
Catholic faith.” 

The couple recently made a visit to a 
CEF school, St. Paul in Olathe.

It was really invigorating to see what 
was being accomplished there,” said 
John. “The education these kids were 
getting in and of itself was impressive.

“But then that education in a Catholic 
setting was really heartwarming.”

“They loved the school,” said Mor-
risey. “They loved the kids. They just 
love helping people that need help.”

Though never ones to seek attention, 

if it means helping CEF raise funds, the 
Murphys are willing to take the spotlight 
for one night.

“That’s how I see it,” said Bridget.
“I look at this as an honor that gets 

shared with a whole lot of people who 
came before me and, more importantly, 
who will come after me,” said John. 

“We still have somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 200 kids that want to 
go to [CEF] schools right now and don’t 
have the financial means to do it. 

“The future is every bit as important 
as the past for those kids.”

Bridget agreed, adding that a dona-
tion to CEF is guaranteed to change a 
child’s life.

“There is no question,” she said. “It 
will propel them forward in their life’s 
journey — and on to heaven.”

overland ParK — this year, 
once again, the much-anticipat-
ed Gaudeamus event will break 
its own record.

“this will be the biggest crowd that 
we’ve ever had,” said ceF executive di-
rector michael morrisey. “literally, we will 
have sold out the three ballrooms at the 
overland Park convention center.”

Indeed, the goal this year is 1,400 in at-
tendance, with organizers predicting even 
more. 

ceF’s biggest fundraiser of the year will 
start off with cocktails and conversation.

 then the entertainment will begin with 
topeka’s mater dei drumline leading guests 
to the ballroom for dinner and dessert.

back by popular demand, the holy Spir-
it school choir will be performing through-

out the evening, along with vocalist ron 
Gutierrez, a graduate of hayden high 
School in topeka.

a new video has also been produced to 
inform and entertain.

“the video this year is of a family in a 
non-catholic school that wanted to come 
to a catholic school,” said morrisey. now, 
[through ceF scholarships] they’ve had 
that opportunity.” 

In addition to the video, channel 41’s 
action news anchor christa dubill will be 
entertaining dinner guests with spot in-
terviews projected on the big screen.

the angels among Us honorees — John 
and bridget murphy — will be recognized, 
and archbishop Joseph F. naumann will be 
on hand for one of the evening’s most an-
ticipated moments, the announcement of 

ceF’s 2014-2015 School of excellence.
and throughout the evening, guests 

will be able to show their support for ceF.
the sponsor-a-child opportunity will be 

available again with the donor family of-
fering an even bigger challenge.

“the same anonymous family is set to 
challenge our audience again,” said mor-
risey. “they have increased the challenge 
from $200,000 to $215,000.”

after dinner, guests will be invited to 
mingle at the traditional post-Gaudeamus 
social hour — but with a new twist.

In addition to the record crowd, this 
year’s Gaudeamus will have a record num-
ber of young people, so a special social 
hour has been arranged just for them.

“We’ll have the traditional coffee bar in 
the lobby,” said morrisey. “and ron Guti-

errez will be entertaining as he’s done in 
the past. 

“and then downstairs we’ve got rooms 
that are reserved for our young people. 
and they’ll have their own setup with mu-
sic where they’ll have an opportunity to 
interact and network with each other.” 

tickets are selling fast, but there’s still 
time for anyone who is interested to be 
a part of the celebration and help make 
catholic education available to every 
child.

“People are buying into the mission of 
ceF,” said morrisey. “they care about the 
families and kids. 

“the numbers are always important, 
but I think the most important thing is 
that this will help sustain what we’re do-
ing long-term.”

Gaudeamus: 
Let us rejoice!

the catholic education Founda-
tion will recognize John and brid-
get murphy as angels among Us at 
the organization’s 11th anniversary 
Gaudeamus (“let us rejoice!”) din-
ner on oct. 25 at the overland Park 
convention center. 

the catholic education Founda-
tion provides scholarships for needy 
families in northeast Kansas, so 
they may attend catholic schools 
sponsored by the foundation.

tickets for the Gaudeamus din-
ner are still available. For registra-
tion and sponsorship information, 
visit the website at: www.cefks.org/
events/gaudeamus-2014, or contact 
Patty morrisey at (913) 647-0344 or  
by email at: pmorrisey@archkck.org.

aNGELs aMONG Us
Catholic Education Foundation honors longtime supporters
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catholic education Foundation Angels Among us honorees bridget and John Murphy talk to 
first-graders during a visit to st. paul Grade school in olathe as Archbishop Joseph naumann and 
ceF board chair hamp henning look on.
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bridget and John Murphy will be hon-
ored as Angels Among us at ceF’s 
Gaudeamus event on oct. 25. 

organizers plan for biggest crowd ever


